
Some Modern Critiques of Early Urbanization

f- Wt at are three consequences of early urbanization?

Lewis Mumfard, one of the most
rxpected madern commentators an the
hislory of cities, regqrdd lhis early union
of power, relrgion, and continuous
warfare as a permanent curse of urban
life. He wrote, "edn whei it is disgui*d
by seemingly hardheaded economic
demands, uniformly turns inlo a religious
performance; nothing less than a
wholesal e ri lua t sacr iti ce,'

The first Sunnerian citi* foslered

' 
catqories. We have noled the roles of" 
kiliiii,' p ri e iti, I d i d ofrnEE, a-rihrtects,
scrifu, lont-distance traders, local
merchants, arlisans, mks, farme6,
soldiers, laborers*the whole panaply of
occupational categoria absedt in villages
but formine the backbone of a
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sophtsticatd utban economy ancl soaery.
Piesa aad kings held great wbalth and
power and largely contrclled the means
of prduction, bn{ii i;iittbtedi}hit the{
formd an eiclusivb catbgory of "haves'
ve6us "have nots."..The tpxtrim seems
to have fun more varid, incliding a
substantial group of middle classes. Byt
there is, neierthelsi,'nii:cli €vid€nce of
the enormous @\ver of tlp 1yll1ocracy.

At the bottonr of tbe economic
hierarchy werc slaves. People entered
slavery in four way,s: same wdre capturd
i n b 1S! 9 ;. so rye_we re se n-te n c fi .39 s I av. e ry
as piiishmen{ tu' trinesi xi6i rcla
themselves (or their laiity memfurs) into
slavery to €ope with poveny and debt;
and some were born into slavirl). We

proprtion ofslaies in the general

. population of Sumer and its citi6. The' 
law cdes'eiiikie regulatiois ol stiv6
and slavery tu11mt, however, thteir
widespread et<ishnce.

The xcial in philonpher-historian.Karl
Marx argtd that the rise of cities brought:
ancful:riiaiiii;itn of *ii populatioii iito
two grcat classes." Marx's formulation
was too sta*, igooring the broad range of .

classes in the city, but he does force us to
think about the class structure in our own
citi*, including the rclationship betwen
rich and poor, aod its implications for the
health of society.

Finally, the tansformation d society
from a rural, egalitarian, kin base to an
urban, hienrchical, tenitorial, and class
base may have providd lhe entering
wdge for the subordination of .women,

fume women in Sumer had great pwer.
Several seem to have held independent
high administrative pass in major templu
controlling large land holdings. The high
staws af Lady Pu-abi (c. 25O0 a.c.t) was

rcveald ia her burial. She was adomd
with gold and buried with sevenl other
bodies, presumably seruanq sutgeslring e
womat of high rank, perhaps a queen.
Shagshag wife of King Uruinimgina (also

known as Urukagina), c. 2iOO a,c.e., held
grcat powe$ in the name of h* husband.

Women in Sumer generally had certain
basic righg including the righs to hold
pofbfty engage in business, and serve x
tegat wines. Nevefihelas, it is cleir that
women's legal righswere limitd by their
husbands. Even powetful wofiren were
often only pawns in the power stuggl*
of men.

Feminist hisarian Cetda Lerner aryu*
that before the evolution of city-states, r

with thek warhre and hierarchical class .

structur$, the status of women had been
more qual. Kin groups had fun the
buic economr'c uarts of *ciety, and '

women had had fforc pow$ in he*
family gaugs than they did in the city- -.

states that displacd them, Lernerhlaims.
that inqualitiu bew*n men and women
arc not ptoducio of unchanging biotogical
differencs. Rather, the inequaliti* have 

'

b*n aeated by humans-+nd they can
be altetd by humans.

.swdying tha p'aitio.od*tto unde!\E,r-d."- - .liujslon-ol l.apoljpgg_o.,cg11giqtio.ngt

Sumerb clty-statff had many
accomplishmen9 to their credil but some
historians have pointd out that their
civilization cametat the cost of increasing
warfire, growing social inquality, and
the opprqssion of women. Th*e mdem
c r i ti q u es ref l* th e i a porta n c e-o- !

Wgg!-ryrQttr;.
eot ittclnfr' e;cti ot iii;i'iiia; ni iids'bf -

Sumer was als a state, ruling ovel the
contiguous agricultunl areas and often in
confl ict with neighboring.iity-states. The
anwork of the city-statr often depic:x

-. rcy4 I aqm i es,. gr2i ljta-ry-gq p@i1!on s, -.. . _

conquests, and a general apprxiatio4
even an e;albtion, of warfare. the
fighting.seer4s.to hqye been frquent, and
the main c,/mbaane were the laryest o{
the city-states. Battles were {ought hand-
to-hand and also hom doakeydnwn
chariols.

The watare was especially destructive
fuuse the'liings and sotdidn believd
that they t*rc upholding the honor of
their gbds..When cities are saued,
conflicu }r{wcr;n thern mean holy war,

fighs a the finish. The "Lamentation over
lhe Des/ar;rlion of lJr,' which was
addresd a Ningal, godd*s of the
Ekushnugal Temple, describes that ciVs
utter dst{uction after the Elamites sacked
i!,. e*t_l{. lfs. ru lgf and dexoyed the
temple c. 1950-s.c.i.:

After yourciry had ben destpyed, hsul
now can Wu adst!
After yaurhouse M &n dutroyed,
how has'pwheart ld Wu oal
Your city las fume a strante city; how
fiow can tau exist!
Your house has bg:g,me a house of tears,
h;vi' hai t;ni7*'at' t& ysit b; !'
Your city whk:h has been made into
ru !!tt-yq_).? lc- qo lo n ger ls m i stress I
Your rightmt-s house which has b*,n
given over to the pickax-you no longer
inhabit it,
Your pple have been ld to slaughler-
yau are no longertheir qu*n. (Kramer,
The Sumerians, p. l42t
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Haurmurabi's Law Code

Snrdv Ouestions

l. Ulhat are some ofthe qualities of the llamnurabi's Law Code in Bafolon? For olamplg is it
retributive (tooth for tooth eye for eye)? Are punishments severe or lenient by our
standards today?

2. Wbat does the law code reveal about economic activities found in Babylon?
3. Based on the law codg what are some of the values and aninrdes found in Babylonian sociegl,

regarding in partisular, gender, class, and certain protections of its citizens?

Harnnrurabi's Law Code

(170os BcE)

igSS.nndottlVear Eastern Tet<E Retatlng b the Otd Testamenr. Edlted byJames B.
Pritchard and Translated by Theophile J. Meek. Princetonl Nf,: Pdnceton Universlty
Press. Language modernlzed by Wayne Ackerson.

Origlnally one of many small clty-starE empilB ln NwpEml4 Babylon beeme he cenEr d a
lage unpfieundq its king, Hammuabl. Hammurafi ruled ftom apgortmaEly 7792 b 7750
B.C,E., and was a tremendously sua;essful rul*. Not only dld he bulld an emplrc for hls clty, he
aho helwl that dty beame the new Near Eastem altunl eln|rln Hammuebl's srrlbes arctully
mainhlnd old Sumerlan reards, enourcged frlerlqr among tt e upperdasw, and made
rcllglous dtange (elevatlng B,abylonE patrcn god, Mardukr.to the bp dlvlne posttrqn),

ttallrffisAndlng tiammuabiE mlllbry sktlt, hE nost nofed anfrbution was tfie aatlon of the
wqld's frrst wrffEln, comprchenslve law ada law ode had always elds|ir,d (usually passed dow.n
otaily), and some hdd ben vwlthn, but even tfie pevbus writtan oneslrere rctcrlmplefc and
rrimprehensire. Thwgh usually ctl@ Hammunbfs law odq the olledon of laws ls more a llst
of d&ttsmade byJudges ln the past than lawi pased by the ldng htmself. Hammuabl dalmed
fi* Yrere hws wue sancdoned by the gods, and had opix arud on marlcqs b be plaed in
promltwtt locatlons arch as temple courlyads. D*plte Hammurabl's etrotfs at unplte-bulldlng,
wfthln a f*t yarc of lrls dath hls klngdom @an b qumbla

$n maay d-atabfions, the ywd "selgnlof lsusr;d tu des;cribe an upperda man oroaslomlly
any man, Hae, the word has ben dtanged, hrsfmplldty, b "uppr dass man").

1. If an upper dass min accused another upper dass man and brought a drarge of murder agalnst
hlm, but has not proven lt, hls accuser shall be executed.

3. If an upper class man came fonrard wlth Qlse testlmony ln a @se, and has not proven the word
he spoke, ff that case was a death-penalty case, tfiat rnan shall be put b death.

4. If he eme Qrward wlth'fatse testlmony onoernlng graln or money, he shall bear the
punlshrnent In that case.

22.11 an uPper class man is caught commltUng robbery, he shall be executed.

25. If a flre broke out ln an upper class man's home and another upper class man, who went to
help put out the flre, steals the goods of the home's owner, that upper class man shall be thrcwn
,nto that flre.
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98. If an upper ctass man gave money to another upper dass man for a partnershlp, they shall
divlde equally ln the presence of god the profit or loss whictr was lncurred.

104. if a merchant lent grain, wool, oil, or any goods at all to a trader to retail, the trader shall
wrlte 6own the nlue and pay lt back to the merchant, wlth the trader obtalning a sealed recelpt
fur the money that he pays to the merchant,

106. If a trader borrowed money from a merchant and has then dlsputed the fact wlth hls
merchant, that merdtant ln the presence of god anil wltnesses shall prove that the trader
borrowed the money and the trader shall pay three Umes the amount of the original loan.

128. If an upper class man marrles a woman but dld not draw up the marrlage contract fur her,
she ls not his wife.

L?9.IC the wlE of an upper dass man has been caught whlle sleeping wlth another man, they
shalltle them both up and throw them into the water. tf the husband of the woman wlshes to
spare hls wlfe, then the klng may in fum order his subject spaned.

L42,lfa woman hates her husband so mudr that she says 'You many not have meo, her case may
be lnvesHgated by tha dry council and iF she ls careful and lnnocent, even though her husband
has been golng out and treatlng her poorly, that woman, without lnctrring any blame at all, may
lake her dowry and return to her father.

143, If she was not careful, however, but was too buqT sociallzing and neglected her household
duttes and humlltated her husband, that woman shall be thrown lnto the water.

-153. If an upper class man's wlG has caused her husband's death because of another man, the
wbman shall be lmpaled on stalcs.

154. If an upper dass man steeps with hls daughter, he shatl be Frced to Ieaye the dtY.

188. [f an artlsan took a son as a foster chlld and taught him hls trade or craft, he may never be
recblrned.

189. If he has not taught hlm hls trade or craft, that child may reErrn to his frther's home.

195. If a son hlts his futher, the son's hand shall be ot off.

196. If an upper dass man desboyed the eye of another noble, hls eye shall also be destmyed.

197. If he has broken another noble's bone, hls bone shall also be broken.

198. If he destroyed the eye or broken the bone of a ommoner, he shall pay one mlna of sllver.

199. If he has destroyed the eye or broken a bone of an upper class man's slave, he shall'pay half
tAe shve's nalue.

2OZ lf an upper dass rnan slaps the face of an upper class rnan who ls superlor to hlm, he shall be
whlpped slxty Umes wlth an o:<tall whip ln publlc.

203. If a noble slaps another noble's fae who ls of the same rank, he shall pay one mtna of sllver.

2O4,lta commoner slaps the lace of another commoner, he shall pay ten shekels of sllver.

2O5. If an upperdass man's slave has slapped the face of a noble, hfs ear shall be cut off.
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2:-5, If a doctor performed surEery on an upper class man with a bronze lancet and save his life,

.or he opened up the eye-socket of the man with a bronze lancet and saved hls eye, he shall be
paid ten shekels of sllver.

218. If a doclor performed surgery on an upper class man wlth a bronze lancet and has caused the
man's death, or he opened up the eye-socket of an upper class man and has destroyed his eye,
the doctor's hand shall be cut off.

228. If a buifder bullt a house for an upper class man and finished it.the man shall pay the bullder
two shekels of silver per sar (a measurement of about 42 square yards).

2?:9. If a bullder bullt a house hr an upper class man but the house Falls down due to poor
cmftsmanship and kllls the upper class man, the builder shall be executed.

230. If it has caused the death of a son of the home's owner, the son of the builder shall be
executed.

23f. If itcaused the death of the horneowne/s stave, the slave shallbe replaced orpald fur.

GlossarY

mina
An ancient coln worth 500 shekels (a more common coin)
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